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Topic 1: Handing over the Knife
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~65% felt that academic surgeons are best

~40% were not happy with a PGY-1 or 2

~92% felt that disclosing that a resident was 

assisting is necessary



Handing Over the Knife in Our Specialty
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● 102 patients queried using “Manchester-

Oxford Foot Questionnaire”

● Level of trainee present for surgery did 

not correlate with outcome

● 13,685 cases

● Resident cases did not correlate with 30-

day mortality, 30-day total morbidity, or 30-

day surgical complications; resident cases 

were on sicker patients and associated 

with increased medical complications.



With that in mind…

How do you “hand over the knife?”
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Topic 2: Entrustable Professional Activities

● Developed in early 2000s among medical institutions

○ To assess competency in real-life scenarios

○ To ensure safe outcomes

■ A rubric for successful medical training

● CPME: Institutional Standards and Req; Section 6

○ “The Council and RRC (Residency Review Committee) view the 

following experiences to be essential to the conduct of a residency 

(although experiences need not be limited to the following)...”
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https://www.cpme.org/files/320%20Council%20Approved%20October%202022%20-%20April%202023%20edits.pdf


EPAs

How do you ensure the development of a resident?

(e.g. Do you use EPAs, a check-list, a rubrik?)
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Topic 3: Nature v. Nurture
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Improving compassion
● Sit during interview

● Detect non-verbal cues

● Respond to opportunities for compassion

● Eye contact

● Verbal statements of acknowledgement, 

support

Depression     Burnout      Empathy



Topic 3: Nature v. Nurture

How do we ensure we’re graduating 

competent, compassionate physicians?

Is our compassion for education all for nothing?
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Thank you!


