ACFAS 2023
Meet the Fellow Questionnaire

American College of
Foot and Ankle Surgeons®

Fellow Name:
Jake Jones, DPM, AACFAS

Fellowship Program:

American Foundation of Lower Extremity Surgery and Research

City/State:

Las Cruces, NM

Program Director:

John Anderson, DPM, FACFAS

How many Attendings do you work with regularly?

2. Starting in August it will be 3 as | will be joining the program as an attending.

Describe the diversity of your cases so far in fellowship. (For example, has your experience
included TAR? Is there an emphasis on: Pediatrics? Sports Medicine? Deformity correction?
Complex reconstruction? What percentage of your cases are trauma? Rearfoot/ankle?
Forefoot? Please be as descriptive as you’d like.

At this program we treat everything below the knee from acute trauma to bunions and
hammertoes. The emphasis is on sports medicine, trauma and complex deformity

correction. We do TARs, pilons, charcot, pediatrics, as well as, difficult revision cases.

How many days per week do you typically spend in the OR? In clinic? Do you have your own
“fellow” clinic?

Each fellow has their own clinic every Monday and Thursday. During these clinics

you are providing the work up and treating as you see fit. You can book your own cases

as well. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday are spent in the OR.
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How many surgical cases do you typically scrub per month?

We average between 20-30 cases per week.

What conferences have you attended/are you encouraged to attend?

You are encouraged to attend any course that is of interest to you. | have attended
ACFAS and WPFAS this year.

How would you describe your director’s teaching style?

Dr. Anderson has high expectations and is excellent at communicating his expectations
for each case and individual expectations of each fellow.

How is research incorporated into your experience? What resources are provided/available?

Research is encouraged. We have a research assistant/coordinator available to us

but it is fellow driven.

Do you take any “call”? If so, how often? What type of call? (general vs. trauma, hospital vs.
private practice?)

The fellows split call every month. We take call at 2 hospitals at a time as well as the
after hours office phone.

How many hospitals/surgery centers are you credentialed at?

| am credentialed at 4 hospitals and 2 surgery centers.

What is your didactic schedule like? What academic opportunities are available to you during
fellowship? (Cadaver labs, journal club, radiology conference, etc.)

We have a radiology conference every Monday to go over cases for the week.

We also have multiple cadaver/bone saw labs throughout the year.

Is your fellowship affiliated with a residency program? If yes, what are your responsibilities?
How often are you interacting with residents (What % of cases?)

Not directly affiliated but we do have residents and students rotate through the

. program.
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Are you able to collect cases for board certification?

Yes. Any case that you are the surgeon of record can be utilized for boards.

When should interested applicants visit? What does a visit look like?

Visits are Monday-Wednesday. This allows you to spend time with both Dr. Anderson

and Dr. Spencer. Visits are typically scheduled between March-August.

What is the interview process like at your program?

Your visit is your interview.

Do you have a co-fellow? What percentage of your cases are scrubbed with them?

Yes. We probably scrub 25-30% together. Typically we are running 2 separate rooms
simultaneously.

What support is available for finding post-fellowship employment?

Dr. Anderson and Dr. Spencer will make calls and speak on your behalf throughout
the job search.

What qualities make an applicant a good fit for your program?

This program requires someone to be confident and to know their own limitations.
We have a lot of autonomy so you have to know when to ask for help.

Why did you apply for fellowship? And why did you choose your fellowship program?

| pursued fellowship in an effort to maximize my potential as a foot and ankle surgeon.

| chose my program due to the diverse pathology and true autonomy.

Any advice for future fellowship applicants?

Be honest with yourself and what you are looking for in a fellowship. Know why you are

pursuing a fellowship and what you want to get out of the year.
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